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Part 1: Who invented equality?

Part 2: How did the Civil War 

become a war for freedom?

Part 3: Imagining Justice in 1865



Part 1

Who invented 

equality?





òI aspire too muchó:

Freedom without respect



Fugitive Slaves and the

Conditions of Black Freedom

Constitution of  the United States, Art. IV, Sec. 2:

ò éNo Person held to Service or Labour in 

one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into 

another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or 

Regulation therein, be discharged from such 

Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on 

Claim of the Party to whom such Service or 

Labour may be due.ó



Streams of Free Black 

PolitIcAL LIFE

ÅBlack institution -building

churches, schools, lodges, etc.

ÅExtralegal resistance

aid to and rescue of fugitives

ÅEmigration

Liberia, Canada, Haiti

ÅPetitions, Appeals, and Politics 



Lewis and harriet hayden
fugitives & activists



òWill any of us leave our homes and go to Africa? 
I hope not.... America is more our country, than it 
is the whitesõ - we have enriched it with our blood 
and tears. The greatest riches in all America have 
arisen from our blood and tears - and will they 
drive us from our property and homes, which we 
have earned with our blood?  Treat us like men, 
and there is no danger but we will all live in peace 
and happiness together. For we are not like you, 
hardhearted, unmerciful, and unforgiving. What a 
happy country this will be, if the whites will 
listen.ó 

David Walker, Appeal to the ColouredCitizens of  
the World (Boston, 1829)



òWhat a happy country this will 

be, if the whites will listenó

William Lloyd Garrison Fugitive Slave Law Convention, Aug. 1850 



Petition to the 

Massachusetts 

legislature, asking for 

a resolution to 

Congress to abolish 

the slave trade in 

Washington, 1838



Antislavery AND feminisM

Abby Kelly Foster Sojourner Truth



Brothers in Arms?



The Attack on the Boston Courthouse 

May 1854



A House Divided



A Cascade 

of Crises



òThe new [Confederate] constitution has put at rest, 

forever, all the agitating questions relating to our 

peculiar institution African slavery as it exists 

amongst us the proper status of  the negro in our form 

of civilization. This was the immediate cause of  the 

late rupture and present revolutioné

Our new government[ôs] é foundations are laid, its 

cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that the negro 

is not equal to the white man; that slavery, 

subordination to the superior race, is his natural and 

normal condition.ó 

Confederate Vice -President Alexander Stephens 

March 1861



The Attack on Fort Sumter (Enhanced)



Part 2

How did 

enslaved people 

turn the Civil 

War into a war 

for emancipation?



Toussaint LõOuverture A Slaveholding View of the Haitian Revolution

Perpetually Humming in the Background: 

The possibility of revolt



Flight to Community


