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Part 1: Who invented equality?

Part 2: How did the Civil War
become a war for freedom?

Part 3: Imagining Justice in 1865



PART 1|
WHO INVENTED
EQUALITY?
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Free African Americans, 1860
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“I ASPIRE TOO MUCH”:

FREEDOM WITHOUT RESPECT
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FUGITIVE SLAVES AND THE

CONDITIONS OF BLACK FREEDOM
Constitution of the United States, Art. 1V, Sec. 2:

“ ...No Person held to Service or Labour in
one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into
another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or
Regulation therein, be discharged from such
Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on
Claim of the Party to whom such Service or
Labour may be due.”



STREAMS OF FREE BLACK

POLITICAL LIFE

» Black institution-building
churches, schools, lodges, etc.

« Extralegal resistance

aid to and rescue of fugitives
 Emigration

Liberia, Canada, Haiti

» Petitions, Appeals, and Politics
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FUGITIVES & ACTIVISTS

MES MABRIET MAYDEN,




“Will any of us leave our homes and go to Africa?
I hope not.... America is more our country, than it
is the whites’ - we have enriched it with our blood
and tears. The greatest riches in all America have
arisen from our blood and tears - and will they
drive us from our property and homes, which we
have earned with our blood? Treat us like men,
and there is no danger but we will all live in peace
and happiness together. For we are not like you,
hardhearted, unmerciful, and unforgiving. What a
happy country this will be, if the whites will
listen.”

David Walker, Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of
the World (Boston, 1829)



“WHAT A HAPPY COUNTRY THIS WILL
BE, IF THE WHITES WILL LISTEN”

-

William Lloyd Garrison Fugitive Slave Law Convention, Aug. 1850




Petition to the
Massachusetts
legislature, asking for
a resolution to
Congress to abolish
the slave trade 1n

Washington, 1838
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ANTISLAVERY AND FEMINISM

Abby Kelly Foster Sojourner Truth



BROTHERS IN ARMS?




MAY 1854
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United States Presidential Election Results by County
(1856)
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A CASCADE
OF CRISES
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ORCING SLAVERY DOWN THE THROATOF A FRAEESD

LINCOLN,
HAMLIN,
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AMERICAN INDUSTRY




“The new [Confederate] constitution has put at rest,
forever, all the agitating questions relating to our
peculiar institution African slavery as it exists
amongst us the proper status of the negro in our form
of civilization. This was the immediate cause of the
late rupture and present revolution...

Our new government|‘s] ... foundations are laid, its
cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that the negro
1s not equal to the white man; that slavery,
subordination to the superior race, 1s his natural and
normal condition.”



THE ATTACK ON FORT SUMTER (ENHANCED)
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HOW DID —

ENSLAVED PEOPLE
TURN THE CIVIL

WAR INTO A WAR

FOR EMANCIPATION?
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PERPETUALLY HUMMING IN THE BACKGROUND:
THE POSSIBILITY OF REVOLT

Toussaint L’Ouverture A Slaveholding View of the Haitian Revolution



FLIGHT TO COMMUNITY

FREE SOUTH LEITH CHUREH,

THURSDAY EVENING NEXT, AT 7 O'CLOCK,
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THE LIGAMENTS OF COMMUNITY

Timothy O’Sullivan, “Five generations on Smith’s Plantation”
Beaufort, S.C., 1862



THE LIGAMENTS OF COMMUNITY
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THE LIGAMENTS OF COMMUNITY
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GEN. BENJAMIN BUTLER INTERVIEWS

FRANK BAKER, SHEPARD MALLORY, AND JAMES TOWNSEND
FORTRESS MONROE, VIRGINIA - MAY, 1861




BECOMING “CONTRABAND,” MAY 1861
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STAMFEDE OF BLAVES YROM NAMFTON TO

FOKTRESS MOXRO¥



“Morning Mustering of the
‘Contrabands at Fortress Monroe™
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THE MILITARY HOSPITALS AT FORTRESS MONROE.

WASHER-WOMEN.



ROBERT SMALLS AND THE PLANTER, 1862

372 HARPER'S WEEKLY. [Juxr 14, if
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LINCOLN ENDORSES “COLONIZATION?”

AUG. 14, 1862

“Your race are suffering, in my
judgment, the greatest wrong inflicted
on any people. But even when you
cease to be slaves, you are yet far
removed from being placed on an
equality with the white race....Go
where you are treated the best, and the
ban is still upon you.

I do not propose to discuss this, but to
present it as a fact with which we have
to deal. I cannot alter it if I would....

S It is better for us both, therefore, to be
separated.”




RECRUITING FOR THE 54 '™

MASSACHUSETTS

NOW IN CAMP AT READVILLE!

Jth REINENT!

AFRICAN DESCENT
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FUEORUITING OFFICE.

COR. CAMBRIDGE & NORTH RUSSELL STS,
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INSISTING ON EQUALITY IN
MILITARY SERVICE
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FREDERICK DOUGLASS ON THE

MEANING OF MILITARY SERVICE

"Once let the black man get
upon his person the brass
letters U.S.; let him get an
eagle on his button, and

_ musket on his shoulder, and
| bullets in his pocket, there is
S no power on the earth or
under the earth which can
deny that he has earned the
right of citizenship in the
United States."




STORMING FORT WAGNER




HARPERS WEEKIA
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LINCOLN ON MILITARY SERVICE

AND BLACK CITIZENSHIP

MARCH 13, 1864

| “I barely suggest for your private
consideration, whether some of
the colored people may not be let
in - as, for instance, the very
intelligent, and especially those
who have fought gallantly in our
ranks. They would probably
help, in some trying time to

| come, to keep the jewel of
liberty within the family of
freedom.”
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WHAT DID

FREEDOM MEAN?



JORDAN AND AMANDA
ANDERSON
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Mother Amanda Anderson

Brother Jordan Anderson Mother of Charlotte A, Stewart



