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What was 

Reconstruction?



Storming Fort Wagner



Lincoln On military service 

and BLACK citizenship
March 13, 1864

òI barely suggest for your private 

consideration, whether some of 

the colored people may not be let 

in - as, for instance, the very 

intelligent, and especially those 

who have fought gallantly in our 

ranks. They would probably 

help, in some trying time to 

come, to keep the jewel of 

liberty within the family of 

freedom.ó



A Political Revolution



òAnd Not 

this man?ó
Harperõs Weekly,Aug. 5, 1865



The Reconstruction Acts, 1867



A transformed Electorate, 1868



Hiram Revels

Elected to the U.S. 

Senate Seat

Vacated by 

Jefferson Davis





The Second Founding:

A federal government empowered

to enforce equal citizenship

Å13th Amendment (1865): Ends slavery and 

empowers Congress to enforce it

Å14th Amendment (1868): Guarantees equal 

national citizenship, due process, and equal 

protection of  the laws

Å15th Amendment (1870): Prohibits racial 

discrimination in voting





A Revolution In African 

American community and 

Family life



òMustering Outó


