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What was 

Reconstruction?



Storming Fort Wagner



Lincoln On military service 

and BLACK citizenship
March 13, 1864

“I barely suggest for your private 

consideration, whether some of 

the colored people may not be let 

in - as, for instance, the very 

intelligent, and especially those 

who have fought gallantly in our 

ranks. They would probably 

help, in some trying time to 

come, to keep the jewel of 

liberty within the family of 

freedom.”



A Political Revolution



“And Not 

this man?”
Harper’s Weekly, Aug. 5, 1865



The Reconstruction Acts, 1867



A transformed Electorate, 1868



Hiram Revels

Elected to the U.S. 

Senate Seat

Vacated by 

Jefferson Davis





The Second Founding:

A federal government empowered

to enforce equal citizenship

• 13th Amendment (1865): Ends slavery and 

empowers Congress to enforce it

• 14th Amendment (1868): Guarantees equal 

national citizenship, due process, and equal 

protection of  the laws

• 15th Amendment (1870): Prohibits racial 

discrimination in voting





A Revolution In African 

American community and 

Family life



“Mustering Out”



A Free 
Household 
in Virginia

1870



Building 

institutions



Confronting The 

counter-revolution



A (Half-)transformed South, 1868



Democratic

Campaign 

Badge

1868 

Presidential 

Contest
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“Support the Negro” or “Protect the white man”



“Visit of the Ku-Klux,” 1872



“Of course he wants to vote the Democratic ticket”



The Colfax Massacre, 1873



The Battle of Liberty Place 

Sept. 14, 1874



A judicial Counter-

revolution

• Slaughterhouse Cases (1873): radically delimits rights of  
national citizenship under 14th Amendment

• U.S. v. Cruikshank (1876): 14th Amendment protections 
do not apply against actions of  individuals

• U.S. v. Reese (1876): Narrow reading of  15th

Amendment and limitation of  enforcement to cases 
where law or practice of  exclusion is explicitly based 
on race

• Civil Rights Cases (1883): Congress lacks power to 
prohibit discrimination by private parties



The Rise of Jim Crow



Laborers without 

Land



The North Carolina 

Fusion Movement, 1894-1898



Wilmington, 1898





The Lynching of Laura and L.D. Nelson
North Canadian River Bridge, Oklahoma

May, 1911



Convict Labor
Georgia, 1895



EMIGRATION



The Great Migration



Announcements

• Groups 26&27 will combine tonight due to 
a facilitator illness. Meet near the exit sign 
in the sanctuary

• Interested in Edgewood continuing 
education credit for this class at a reduced 
rate? 
Let your facilitator know to mark your 
interest on the sign in sheet or email us at 
justifiedanger@nehemiah.org 
and we’ll send more info.


